Instructions for Breakers -- Sentiment Analysis

Task description
The task here is to label the sentiment of a sentence as negative (-1) or positive (+1), as in:

	+1	The acting is superb.
	-1	This movie tried to be entertaining but failed.

You main job is to construct minimal pairs that you think will fool an NLP system. In order to limit variability here, we have given you a list of sentences that you must choose from to make one of the two sentences in the minimal pair. For instance:

	?	Every actor in this movie is horrible.
	?	I love this movie!

You can create minimal pairs using any of these sentences, where you can write your own paired sentence, but you must make it as close to the first as possible. For instance, you might choose to riff on the first example above, and make a minimal change to the wording that changes the sentiment, generating the following pair:

	-1	Every actor in this movie is horrible.
	+1	Every actor in this movie is wonderful.

This might not be a great pair because even a stupid sentiment analysis system would probably get this right.

You could also riff on the second example above, and not change the sentiment, generating the following pair:

	+1	I love this movie!
	+1	I'm mad for this movie!

This is more interesting because a simple sentiment system might see the word "mad" and think that this makes the review negative.

Your goal is to construct examples on which the systems make errors on one, but not both, of the sentences in the minimal pair. (Either one is fine). 

NOTE:  we use the term minimal pair more broadly than standardly used in linguistics. The key idea with the minimal pair constraint is that for any given pair, the difference between them should be targeted enough such that we can identify a particular linguistic phenomenon that the system is apparently able to handle / unable to handle in making predictions for one member of the pair versus the other.  

So if you are wondering whether a particular change is small enough to qualify the pair as a “minimal pair”, a good question to ask is “Do I have a sense of what specifically I could conclude about the system's linguistic capacity, if for instance it was able to handle the first sentence but not the second?” If so, then your pair should be fine. If not, then you might want to adjust so that you have a particular dimension in mind along which your pair of sentences is differing.

Using TSV file format
You have been given 521 sentences to choose from in blind_test_sentences.tsv file. They are in TSV (tab separated values) format. You can open them using excel application (when you open it in excel, you should see something like the screenshot below)
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	column
	explanation

	sentence_id
	A unique identifier for each sentence

	sentence
	The original sentence

	sentiment_label
	The sentiment label for the original sentence

	paired_sentence
	A sentence formed by minimally changing the original sentence

	paired_sentiment
	The sentiment label for the minimally changed sentence

	rationale
	The rationale behind creating the minimal pair


: 
The first two columns of each row are given to you. Your task is to fill the next four columns for any 100 sentences. You can express the rationale (last column) behind creating the minimal pair using a few words or a small phrase (e.g. passivization OR negative word expressing positive sentiment)

After you have have filled the last four columns for any 100 rows, please save your file (in TSV format) and upload it using the website https://go.umd.edu/bibinlp (Under ‘Data’ tab you will find a section to upload Blind Dev Predictions)
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4 I you sometimes ke to g0 to the movies to have fun , Wasabi i a good place to start .
5 Emerges as something rare , anissue movie that s so honest and keenly observed that it does n'tfeel ke one .
7 Offers that rare combination of entertainment and education .

8 Perhaps no picture ever made has more literally showed that the road to hell s paved with good intentions .
5 Steers tuns in a snappy screenplay that curls at the edges it s 5o clever you want to hate it

10 But he somehow pulls it off.

11 Take Care of My Catoffers a refreshingly different slice of Asian cinema

12 This is a film well worth sceing , talking and singing heads and all

13 What really surprises about Wisegirls s s low-key quaty and genuine tenderness

14 -LRB- Wendigo s -RRB- why we g0 1o the cinema : to b fed through the eye , the heart, the mind .

15 One of the greatest family-oriented , fantasy-adventure movies ever .
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